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; INLAND BANK

An Open Letter
To Our Membership and Our Friends

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter 1, and the
Management and Staff at Inland Bank, we are proud to announce our alllance and
partnership. As we continue to face a resource-stressed economy with growing
Veteran needs, we continue to remain deeply committed to working with partners who
share our vision, With their Hometown Hero Account and Corporate Donation Program
to Rolling Thunder Charities, Inc., Inland Bank has demonstrated their high level of
commitment to Rolling Thunder.

Frankly, our alliance has resulted in a mutual “fan club” for both Rolling Thunder and
Inland Bank. They are a local Bank, striving to focus on the needs of the community
rather than being focused solely on profit. Inland Bank strongly supports Rolling
Thunder's efforts in accomplishing the mission of educating the public. Since our
earliest involvement with Inland Bank, Rolling Thunder found their bank and team to be
a great fit, in many ways! They have donated generously as a result of their Home Town
Hero Account program. They are friendly, community oriented and above all, offer
hope and support for the families of our POW/ MIA and all those who have bravely and
selflessly served our great nation. Additionally Inland Bank shares Ralling Thunder's
compassion to support the needs of cur returning Veterans as we look for new projects
that can be mutually supported. Roliing Thunder encourages you to review the
enclosed information about the Home Town Hero Account and Donation Program or
visit Inland Bank’s website at www.inlandbank.com for more details on how you can
personally support our partnership.

Our present structure allows 97% cents from every fundraising dollar to be spent on the
POW/MIA issue and assisting local veterans. Please consider supporting the alliance
between Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter 1 and Inland Bank. If you have any questions,
or want to learn more about Inland Bank and what they are doing in our community,
please feel free to reach out to Dina Derman at 630-908-6413.

; Q \
Regards, / / h . )
Bill “Hawk" Sharpnessl;;;-q,;ﬂ;"_ . é Dina Derman \_Q:jq@, f'x, N, L
President — IL Chapter 1 ! 2 Senior Vice President - Inland Bank
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Gold Star Pin

Just a tiny gold pin. A token from this country in return for
the life given for our freedom. This pin is sent to the widow,
parents and other next of kin of a military person killed in
action or serving during a military conflict.

GHEJ'HP&;
It began with WWI, from April 6, 1917 to March 3, 1921; WWII, from

September 8, 1939 to July 25, 1947; Korea, from June 27, 1950 to July 27,

1954; military conflict from June 30, 1958 "till the Vietnam War July 1, 1958

What is a
Gold Star Mother?

What is a Gold Star Mother?

A Mother whose grieving heart reaches out to comfort another.
A Mother who feels compassion when casualty lists are read.

A Mother who suffered the heartache of hearing her son was dead,
A Mother whose dreams were shattered on a battlefield afar.

A Mother who has the privilege of wearing the little gold star.

A Mother who walks so bravely to a fallen hero’s grave.

A Mother who loves the nation her son gave his life to save.

This 1s a Gold Star Mother

A Mother with courage and pride, whose son went forth to battle
and in line of duty died.

Author unknown




“It is the Soldier”

It is the soldier,

not the reporter
Who has given us

freedom of press.
It is the soldier,

not the poet
Who has given ns

freedom of speech.

It is the soldier,

not the campus organizer
Who has given us the

freedom to demonstrate.

It is the soldier,
not the lawyer
Wheo has given us
the right to a fair trial.

It is the soldier
Wheo salutes the flag,
Who serves under the flag,
Whose coffin is draped in the flag,
Who allows the pretester to burn

the flag.

« Charjes M. Provioce
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NE MAN EARNED the Medal of Honor for leading a counterattack against an estimated
400 insurgents at a remaote combat outpost in the mountains of Afghanistan, bue every-
one from the soldier himself wo President Obama has made sure to acknowledge the group
effort it took to defend COP Keating on that day.

Former Sl Sgr Clinton L. Romesha, 31, became
the fourth living Medal of Honor recipient Feb. 13 ar the
White House, and the next day he wis inducted into the
Pentagon’ Hall of Heroes, The rwo emotional ceremonies
were attended by defense officials and Romeshas family,
as-well as his hattle buddies and family members of the
eight men wha lost their lives Ocr. 3, 20049

Puning Feb. 11's White House ceremony, Romesha
remained seated on stage in & room packed wall wo wall
with friends, family and fellow soldiers, there to watch
the Commander-in-Chief present him with the nation’s
highest award for valor.

Romesha reared up dunng descripoions of his effort o
lmc:'\ .5 casualvies out of Taliban hands, and the "buddy

vod  transfusions in the feld—that

tranafusions”
saved some soldiers” lives that day

A later investigation found that COP Keating was
racocally indefenaible,” Obama said. “Thar'’s whar these
soldiers were asked 1o doc Defend the indefensible.”

Romesha was g section leader in B Troop, 3rd Squad-
ron, Gist Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infarery Division during an enemy astack on the COP

in Afghanistans northeastern Nurstan province, nestled
F

ax the bartom of a valley surrounded by the Hindu Kush
mountzins, The amack left exght American sobdiers dead
and owo dozen others wounded.

Four officers were reprimanded for command Rilures
that a U.5. Central Command investigasion found led o
Keazing’s vulnerability and subsequent arack. Long sched-
uled for dosure becawse of its dangerois locstion, the o
post was cheared and destroyed following the bartle.

The artack began before 6 sm. Ot L when the enemy
fired recoilless rifles, rocker-propeiled grenades, morrars,
machine gund and rifies from all four sides of the COR
Druring the first three hours of the bande, mortars his the
COPM and O every 15 seconds, and in less than an houe,
the enemy swarmed Keating

“It doesn'y book good,” Romesha sald ar the time, ac-
cording ro multiple scoounts,

He sought out reinforcements from  nearby bar-
racks under heavy fire; managing 1o engage two enenmy
machine-gun teams, Despite shrapnel wounds from a
recket-propelled grenade attack, he assembled a five-man
veam to fight back, ealled in sir support and maoved 100
mieters under encmy fine to recover casualties

But he didn't do it alone, Romesha siressed Feb, 12,

Continues on page 9



Continued from page 8

whien he rook the stage at the Pentagan 1o tell the stony in
his own words.

*Four hundred Taliban versus 53 American soldiers
Jusr doesn't seem fair” Romesha 'M'Ran. “To the Talitan"

The mom erupted in laughter. The somber mood
lightened.

“fr was our home, and they simply couldn't have it.” he
contimued.

“As you know, the Medal of Honor s not often given
when things went well on a bartlefeld,” he said. “Some
say I'm a hero, but it doesn’t make sense, because | gor o
cowmse home, with few scars”

Romesha, who grew up Lake Ciry, Cabif, and enlisted
a8 a0 armor crewmian in 1994, reamed to civilian life in

2011 after a deployment 1o Kosovo, o m Ing

and that one fareful tour in Afghanistan. Today,

hie works as u field safery specialist for an ofl field
constniction firm in Minoy, N.D. where he lives with his
wife and three children.

Belore he said amything sbout his actions on O 12009
Romesha read off the names of his fallen banke buddses:
Suaff Sge. Justin Gallegos. Sgr. Michael Scusa, Staff Sgr. Ver-
nan Martin, Spe. Srephan Mace, Plc. Kevin Thomson, Spe.
Christopher Griffin, Sgr. Joshuas Kiek and Sgr. Joshaa Harde.

*It s on their behall thar | stand before you today, as
just a regular grant, so wonderfully r:mgni:h:d.' he 13id,
before asking his feflow B Troap beothers in arms 1o stand
for snather mound of applause. »

MEDAL OF HONOR official Citation

The Fresident of the Linited States in fhe nama of The Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL DF HONOR 1o

STAFF SGT. CLINTON L. ROMESHA UNITED STATES ARMY

mmmmmmmWn
action at the risk of his life above and beyond the cafl of
duty while senving &5 a Section Laader with Beava Troop,
34 Squadron, G1st Cavalry Regiment, £th Brigade Com-
bat Team, 4th Infantry Division, uring combat cpma-
tions aginst an armed enemy at Combat Oulpost Keat-
ing, Kamudesh District, Nuristan Province, Aghanistan an
3 October 2009,

On that moening, Staft Sanpaant Romestu and his com-
rades awabenod to an aftack by 5n estimated 300 enerty
fighters occugrying the high grownd on all four sides of the
compher, smploying concentrated fire from recoilless niffes,
rochet propelied grenades, anti-awcrafl machine guns, mee-
tars and smiall arms fee Staff Sergeant Romesha moved
uncoversd under inilenss enemy fie to conduct & recon-
naissance of the battisfiold and seek feirforcements. from
the baamacks betore refuming fo action with the support of
an nssistont gunnes. Stalt Sergeant Romesha took cut an
enaxry machine gun [sam and, while sngeging & second,
Ihe generator he was using for cover wis struck by a rocket-
propelied grenade, inflicting him with shrapnel wounds.

Undatzmed by his injuries, Staff Sergeant Romesha

mmum-tmm-mdmmn-

i him and the assistant gunner, he again nrshed Hrough
e esposed avenus to assamble addflional soldem. Stalf
Sergeart Romesha then mobilized & fve-man team and
metumed b the fight equipped with & sniper rifle. With
complete dismgard for his own satety, Staft Sergeant Ro-
masha continuadly axposed himself o haavy anemy fire, s

by et confidently about the batiiefield engaging and
* destroying mistiple enemy targsts, including three Tafiban
ighters who had breached the comiet outpasts perimeler.

While orchestrating o successhl plan o sscure and
mamunmmms
miesha maintained radic communication with the tactical
operations center. As the enumy forces attacked with even
greater ferpcity, unleashing & barrage of rockel-propelied
frenades and fecoiliess rifle rounds, Staff Seranant Rome-
~sha identified the point of alteck and directed air support
to dustroy over 30 enamy fghters, Alter recelving reports
that sariously injured soidiers wens at 8 distant batthe past-
tion, Stafl Sergaant Romesha and his team provided cov-
ering fire bo aliow the injured soldiers io salely reach the
aid station, Upen receit of orders 1o procesd 1o (he nest
objective, his team poshed forward 100 meters undar
thnwmuﬂ“
sy fighters from Laking the bodies of the fallen commdes.

St Sergnant Fomesha's herole actions. throughout
1he day-long battia were enfical In supgpressing an eneny
that had far greater numbers. His extracrdinary efforts
gove Bravo Troop the cpporunity to regroup, fecrganize
and propare for the countarattack that allowesd the Troop
{0 aceoimt for its persanned and secure Combat Post Ke-
ating. Stalf Sergeant Romesha's discipline snd extraondi-
nary haiism above and beyond tha call of duty reflect
great credit upon himsed!, Brave Trmop, 3d Sguadron,
615t Cavalry Regiment, 4ih Brigade Combat Team, 4ih
Intanry Division anid the United States Army,




10

\\\“9 Thuhq
*° POW/ MIA e

"7013 c\\a&'

Rolling Thunder

by Marsha Burks Megehee

A thundering vigil of truth, trust and honor
Of brothers chained, forgotten and denied
Thank God the sounds of Rolling Thunder
Grow louder than the presidents who lied.

Forgotten heroes, made to be remembered
By a nation that sacrificed their souls to war
This roaring fire of freedom, from just an ember
A brother’s promise - brought from near and far.

A parade of truth, Memorial Bridge is sighted
Old Glory’s promise flying in the wind
Tattooed Angels, CEO’s, GI Joes united

Cry “Freedom! We have not forgotten them!”

The Run to The Wall where many secrets slumber
Names, roses, gifts and loved one’s tears
On Capitol Hill they’'re only just a number
Lost names no politician ever hears.

They thunder past the bridge at Arlington
Phantom soldier coffins, row on row
False tombs holding paper fathers, sons
While secret sins of betrayal rest below.

Past the White House, flag of POW/MIAs
Somber Black, head bowed, a prisoner of the past
Rolling Thunder’s promise will never go away
Until their missing brothers - come home at last. . .



History of the
National League of POW/MIA Families'
POW/MIA Flag

In 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife and member of the Mational League of Families,
recagnized the need for a symbol of our POW/MIAs, Prompted by an article in the
Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union, Mrs. Holf contacted Norman Rivkees, Vice President of
Annin & Company which had made a banner for the newest member of the United Nations,
the People's Republic of China, as a pant of their policy 1o provide flags 1o all United Nations
members siates. Mrs, HofT found Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to the POW/MIA issue, and
he, along with Annin's advertising agency, designed a Mag to represent our missing men.
Following League approval, the flags were manufactured for distribution.

On March 9, 1989, an official League Nag, which flew over the White House on 1988
Mational POW/MIA Recognition Day, was installed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda as a result of
legislation passed overwhelmingly during the 100th Congress. In a demonsiration of
bipartisun Congressional support, the leadership of both Houses hosted the installation
CEfEmOnYy,

The League’s POW/MIA fag is the only Mag ever displayed in the 1.5, Capitol Rotunda
where il will stand a= a powerful symbaol of national commitment 1o America’s POW/MIAs
until the fulles passible accounting has been achieved for U.S, personnel siill missing and
unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.

On August 10, 1990, the 10151 Congress passed 1S, Public Law 101-355, which recognized
the League's POWMIA flag and designated it "as the symbol of our Nation's concern and
commitment to resolving as fully as possible the fates of Americans still prisoner, missing and
unaceounted for in Southeast Asia, thus ending the uncertainty far their families and the
Mation”.

The importance of the League's POW/MIA flag lies in its continued visibility, a constant
reminder of the plight of America's POW/MIAs. Other than "Old Glory™, the League's
POWIMIA Mag is the only flag ever 1o fly over the White House, having been displayed in
this place of honor on National POW/MIA Recognition Day since 1982, With passage of
Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense Authorization Act during the first term of the 105th
Congress, the League's POW/MIA Mlag will Ny each year on Armed Forces Day, Memarial
Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, National POW/MIA Recognition Day and Veterans Day
on the grounds or in the public lobbies of major military installations as designated by the
Secretary of the Defense, all Federal national cemeteries, the national Korean War Velerans
Memorial, the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the White House, the Uniled States
Postal Service post offices and at the official offices of the Secretaries of State, Defense and
Veteran's Affairs, and Director of the Selective Service System.

© 1998 National League of POWMIA Families

For more information visit www.pow-miafamilies.org

COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL = SERVICE
FORCED Am = RADIANT = GEOTHERMAL

Bill.Sharpness
www,correctdirectionhvac.com

PO. Box B35 Tel: 630.365.9510
Efburn, IL 60118 Fax: 630.365.2460
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COL. BUD DAY: AMERICA LOSES A LEGENDARY
HERO

By Attomey Rees Lioyd
July 31, 2013
News WithViews.com

America has lost one of ita greabest, most inspiring military heroes snd patriots: mmmawmmw red. ), reciplent of
the Medal of Honor and mrlhmmmrnlhn'uﬁ!mmhm for valbor, passed away on July 27, 2013, n remariable life of
service to American freedom.

o Dy merved in the USMC in WWIL; in the Army between wars; and in the Air Force as a
combat pilat in the wars in Korea and Vietnam,

Honored for his berolos in combat in three wars, e liemlily became a "legend in his own time™
for his inspiring beroksm in resisting his North Vietnamese communist captors as a prisoner of
wear in Vietnam, for which he recvived the Medal of Honor,

&F{::ﬂbeitﬂqluf Honor and an?ﬁmm Bud Day's uniform attest to his
omal courage, integrity, patriotism, an perhaps sven mone o t
evidenee is the respect, admiration, and even Jove his fellow warrors and POW I%::l
express for him.

Among them, former POW and now Senator John MoCaln, who has for years credited Bud Day
with preserving his lifie when near death when both wers POW's in the Hanod Hilton, and has
referred to him ns the “bravest of the brave” and as his “leader and inspiration,” issued a
statement from his offioe in the Capétol on bearning of Col. Day's passing:

= }‘
“Today hrings the sad news that my dear friend and comrade, Colonel Gearge E. "Bud” Day, ; —
USAF (Ret.) has passed nway. 1 owe my life to Bud, aind much of what 1 know about charscter and patriotism. He was the bmvess.
mun | ever knew, and his fierce resistance and resolute leadership set the example for us in prison of how to return home with
h.ppurIwﬂllmumud:mmttnw-hmtmdiwthuﬂuﬂumq?bmundhﬂhhmh.h‘orm.lmmmdnw
Americans’ aftention to the gnl'ﬂﬂl;u-u-dmrund;nutm andd 1o extend my deepest, most heartfelt condolences to
Bud's wife, Darée and his T will miss him terribly.®

O Buod Day's life, Medal of Honor recipient, snd Past President of the Medal of Honor Society, Col. Leo Thorsness (L2SAF, ret.),
who was a POW in solitary confinement for a year in "Camp Punishmen” in Hanof in o six-foot wide cell next 1o Bid Day, wrete n

s book, "Surviving Hell:

“Hud Day [was] ane of the toughest FOWs in North Vietnam...His story had become something of a legend: shot down and
eaptured, a doring escape soon after, and a desperate journey south to safety. He was shot and captured within sight of the
American line and brought 1o Haned where his legend had grown by the maximuom resistanee he offered as a prisoner, Bud was the

hardest of the hard men in the Hanei Hilton, {He would be swarded the Medal of Honor for the bravery he displayed in captivity.) 1
fedt lucky he was next door to me.”

Another Past President of the Medal of Honor Society, Maj. Gen. Patrick H. Brady (USA, ret.,) who recetved the Medal of Honor as
& "Dt OFF medical evacuation helboopter pilot creditod with carrying out over 5,000 rescues of the wounded in Vietnam {see his
book on "[ust Off: America's Battlefield Angels™), noted Bud Day's heroism in war was matched by his dedication to defending
veternns rights in peace ns a pro bone aitorney sulng the Department of Defense on behall of veterans,

"Bud Day was a great man,” said Gen, Brady, who ks himself recognized as one of the most decorated combat veterans in 1.5,
history. "What is not as well known s what Bud Day did for veterans lssues. He took on the Depantment of Defense when they
reneged on the promise they made to all retiress on a life lime of bealth e

l'.!uBudbayhplniumprﬂ':?.nmmhmqmuﬂﬁmn{mhnv.ﬁrwnﬁwlndlr[mm}.mmwm
in the administration Ronald Heagan, was National Chalrman of Vetermns For MeCain In 2008, and s presently
Senbor Advisor to to the Board of Directors of Combat Yeternns For Congress PAC, wrote movinghy in an e-mail entitled “Bud Day
has flown West and God has the greatest of wingmen”®;

“To you all who knew Bud from our campaigns together and other walks of fife. | sent this to our POW net earlier this evening. We
have lost a great man, a great American, and a great Tiend ...°

12



Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Mission Statement

Rolling Thunder®, Inc.’s major function is to publicize the POW/MIA
issue. To educate the public of the fact that many American prisoners of war
were left behind after all past wars. To help correct the past and to protect the
[future veterans fram being left behind should they become Prisoners Of War/
Missing In Action. We are committed to helping American veterans from all
wars. Rolling Thunder is a non-profit organization and evervone donates his

or her time because they believe in the POWIMIA issue.

The Rolling Thunder Story

In the fall of 1987 in a little diner in Somerville, New Jersey, two Vietnam
veterans met to discuss their personal concerns about the prisoners of war
(POW) and missing in action (MIA) from the Vietnham War. Having
honorably served their country, and having taken an oath to “support and defend the
Constitution of the United States against all enemies...” and to “bear true faith
and allegiance to same,” they were deeply troubled by the abhorrent neglect of
attention given to those who did not make it out with their lives or their freedom.
These two veterans discussed the more than 10,000 reported sightings of live
Americans living in dismal captivity. Intelligence reports of these sightings were
generally ignored by the government and mainstream press. These two veterins
were Artie Muller and Ray Manzo,

The First Rolling Thunder Demonstration

Artie and Ray were ordinary men who understood that they had a right to
have their voices heard and proceeded to lay down the plans for a gathering
in Washington., D.C., during the 1988 Memorial Day weekend. They reached
out to their families, fellow veterans and veteran’s advocates to unify and form
a march and demonstration in our nation’s Capital. Their arrival would be
announced by the roar of their motorcycles, a sound not unlike the 1965 bombing
campaign against North Vietnam dubbed Operation Rolling Thunder. Hence,
they would call themselves “Rolling Thunder”™ a title that would endure time and
be trademarked in 1990. Word spread quickly and by Memorial Day weekend
in 1988, approximately 2500 motorcycles from all over the country
converged on Washington, D.C. to demand from our leaders a full accounting of all
POW/MIA’s. As they made their stand that day in front of the Capitol, Artie
and Ray reflected thankfully for the people who came in support of the POW/MIA
issue, and for the unity that was felt. This was Rolling Thunder’'s first
demonstration.  Only until ALL POW/MIA's ARE ACOUNTED FOR,
it will not be their last. On that day, the foundation was laid for the annual
“Ride for Freedom™ to the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial Wall (also referred to
as the “Ride to the Wall™),

13



Rolling Thunder Today

Please visit the National website at: www.rollingthunderl.com

The number of participants/spectators in the Memorial Day weekend Ride
for Freedom has grown from 2,500 to an estimated 850,000. Incorporated
in 1995, Rolling Thunder, Inc. is a class 501(c)(4) non-profit organization
with over 88 chartered chapters throughout the United States and members
abroad. While many members of Rolling Thunder are veterans, and many
ride motorcycles, neither qualification is a prerequisite. Rolling Thunder
members are old and young, men and women, veterans and non-veterans.
All are united in the cause to bring full accountability for POWs and MIAs
of all wars, reminding the government, the media and the public by our
watchwords: “We Will Not Forget.” No officers or members of Rolling
Thunder receive compensation; we all donate our time.

Supporting Local Veterans & Community Involvement

In 2007, Rolling Thunder Charities®, Inc. was established as a 501(c)(3) tax
exempt non-profit organization which enables individuals and corporations to
receive a tax deduction for funds donated to Rolling Thunder Charities, Inc.
Funds are used for veterans, active military and their families in need of help.
No officers of Rolling Thunder Charities, Inc. receive compensation; we all
donate our time.

Rolling Thunder, Inc. spends hundreds of thousands of dollars each year in
financial support, food, clothing and other essentials to veterans, homeless
veterans and veterans’ families in need, womens' crisis centers and toys for
children,

In 2005, Rolling Thunder, Inc. united with the National Alliance of POW/MIA
Families to petition the U.S. Government to use the designation “Prisoner of War/
Missing In Action” (POW/MIA) — a designation recognized by the Geneva Con-
ventions - not “Missing/Captured.” This will ensure that prisoners’ rights and
protections remain consistent under the Geneva Conventions.

Expenditures exceed over half a million dollars a year, nationwide, to
educate the public and increase awareness about the POW/MIA issue and other
injustices suffered by veterans. The organization regularly donates POW/MIA
flags to local area schools, youth groups, non-profit organizations and special
interest groups, and organizes flag-raising ceremonies. Veterans speak to youth
groups about the honor of serving their country and educating them about the
POW/MIA issue.

Rolling Thunder, Inc. sponsors search missions into Southeast Asia for
POW/MIAs, and the remains of those killed in action.

Continues on page 15
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Continued from page 14

Thousands of hours are logged in by Rolling Thunder, Inc. members at local VA
hospitals nationwide. Members visit and provide moral support to nursing home
veterans and patients suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
Rolling Thunder, Inc. helped facilitate the publishing of a POW/MIA U.S,
postage stamp through the U.S. Postal Service that displayed dog tags with the
declaration, "POW & MIA-NEVER FORGOTTEN."

Rolling Thunder, Inc. National is on the Board of Directors of the Ride to the
Wall Foundation, a veterans’ fund established through the sales of the musical
CD, “Ride to the Wall” produced for Rolling Thunder XIV by Paul Revere and the
Raiders in cooperation with Rolling Thunder.

Rolling Thunder, Inc. participated in the dedication of the World War II Memorial
in 2004 and assisted with organizing the World War I parade that took place on
that historic date.

L.aws Passed Through Rolling Thunder Endeavors

Rolling Thunder, Inc. has advocated and co-authored legislation to improve

the POW/MIA issue, veterans’ benefits, concerns and interests.  Please visit

the National website: www.rollingthunderl.com then click on Abow Us for

information on the following Legislation.

*  Establishing a Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs (House Res. 111)

* Encourage the designation of “Hire a Veteran Week™ (H.Con.Res 125)

*  Respect for Fallen Heroes Act of 2006 (H.R. 5037)

*  Veteran's Housing Opportunity and Benefits Improvement Act of 2006
(5.1235)

*  Veterans Benefits, Health Care and Information Technology Act of 2006
(5.3421-Public Law 109-461)

Veteran-Owned Small Business Promotion Act of 2005 (H.R. 3082)

*  Persian Gulf War POW/MIA Accountability Act of 2002 (5.1339)

*  The POW/MIA Memorial Flag Act of 2001 (5.1226)

* Displaying the POW/MIA Flag over Federal Buildings & Military Facilities

*  Bring Them Home Alive Act of 2000

* Missing Service Personnel Act of 1997

Rolling Thunder®, Inc.
L A nen-profd organiisiion for
) FOW/MIA'T snd ol American velsrans

Holling Thundet® ; lnt's majer feacties i te pedliciss tha
FOW ML lasma. To sducats i5a peblic of the ol thai many
Amuricas prissssrs of war wers lefi Hllllu'bupuluul.ﬂ

h'lmtlulutul in profect the faimre veleraas
balag Wl bekind, a L'bl-_r uuu-pl.iﬂ-u-l -u-l.-l.-‘;
I Bethss, We are 4 halping & from




Number of Americans Missing & Unaccounted

for from Each State
as of 9-Aug-05

Alabama 34 Maryland 26 South Carolina 29
Alaska 2 Massachusetts 41 South Dakota 7
Arizona 18 Michigan 55 Tennessee a3
Arkansas 20 Minnesota a7 Texas 120
California 183 Mississippi 12 Utah 16
Colorado 29 Missouri 38 Vermont 5
Connecticut 28 Montana 19 Virginia 48
Delaware 4 Mebraska 19 Washington 45
D.C. 9 Nevada 8 West Virginia iz
Florida 60 New Hampshire 6 Wisconsin 30
Georgia 35 New Jersey 51 Wyoming 5
Hawail 7 New Mexico 12 Canada 2
Idaho 10 New York 118 Panama 1
Illinois 73 MNorth Carolina 44 Philippines 4
Indiana 58 North Dakota 10 Puerto Rico 1
Towa 28 Ohio 83 Virgin Islands o
Kansas 30 Oklahoma 40 Civilians™*

Kentucky 14 Oregon 3s

Louisana 24 Pennsylvania 98 TOTAL 1,815
Maine 14 Rhode Island B

*These B civilians do not have a listed home of record.

For more information about Rolling Thunder;, or to learn how to become a member or
supporter, please contact Rolling Thunder National headquarters at (908) 369-5439.

God and the Soldier

God and the soldier f
All men adore [
In time of trouble, |
And no more; |
For when war is over
And all things righted, i
God is neglected - '
And the old soldier \
slighted!!! | .

Pbody (recovered) ‘ .
SathorUaknows . IProudly Support /
~._ Rolling Thunder _~

- -
gl
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Observances of Mational POW/MIA Recognition Day are held across the country
on military installations, ships at sea, slate capilols, schools and veterans'
facilities. It is traditionally cbserved on the third Friday in September each year.
This observance is one of six days throughout the year that Congress has
mandated the flying of the MNational League of Families' POW/IMIA flag. The
others are Armed Forces Day, Memarial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day and
Veterans Day.

The flag is to be flown at major military installations, national cemeteries, all post
offices, VA medical facilities, the World War Il Memarial, Korean War Velerans
Memarial, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the official offices of the secrelaries of
state, defense and veterans affairs, the director of the selective service system
and the White House.

A Pentagon ceremony for National POW/MIA Recognition Day was held on
Friday, Sept.21, 2012. This ceremony featured troops from each of the military
Services.

T T T - " - - - - - - - -

If You Think the Way We Do? AND - You want to learn more,

l[ o\\'\f\g Thllnd
“pow/ma*e |

come and Ride with a Purpose!

< We meet on the First Wednesday
of every month at 7:30 pm.
AT

The V.F.W. in Warrenville, IL
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Remembrance Table
Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter 1 performs
our Rememberence Table ceremony at many events.
Our Rememberence Table is set for (5). This place setting
symhbolizes all Prisoners of War and those men and women still listed
as Missing in Action [rom all wars from the (5) branches of service.

The chairs are empty.
They are not with us today.
Remember
The tablecoth is white,
symbolizing the purity of the
soldiers as they went off
to serve their country.
Remember
The bread plates are sprinkled
with salt, symbolizing the tears shed
by the families as they await
the fate of their loved ones.
Remember
There is a lemon on each plate,
indicative of the bitterness
these soldiers must feel at
being left behind by
their country.
Remember
The glasses are inverted.
They cannot toast with us
this season.
Remember
The red rose, symbolizes the love the
families and their fellow comrades
have for these soldiers.
Remember
The red ribbon on the vase, symbolizes
the hope we all have. That someday
these brave men and women will
be returned to their families
and their country.

Remember. . ..

18



Schedule of Events

£ AM - 10:00 AM

10:30 AM

11:00 AM

1:00 PM

1:00 PM - Close
4:00 PM

4:30 PM

5:00 PM

s rM

5:20 PM
5:30 PM

Registration and ..| i) §)

Breakfust (Available by VFW) Ll K1 1%
S “Big Thunder”
Last Bike Out. ig Thunder
Rikes return/Parking in rear R I'.III

Jet Black Comedy

October 6th 2013

Last Poker Hand In
Remembrance Table Ceremony
Poker Hand Results

Bike Show Winners Announced

Mystery Raffle Results

Bike Raffle Annouaced

Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1
would like to thank our friends at

Batavia Overseas Post 1197
Veterans of Foreign Wars

for allowing us the use of their facilities and

their kindness to us.

Please support their efforts.

Batavia VFW

645 S. River Rd (Rte. 25)

Batavia, IL 60561
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JOHN BORLING, WHO SPENT NEARLY
SEVEN YEARS AS A PRISONER OF
WAR, FOUND AN EXTRAORDINARY
WAY TO STAY SANE—EVEN AS HE
WAS PLOTTING AN ESCAPE

Continues on page 21




Continued from page 20

Borfing calls the cup at left his “only
constant companion” in prison; above,
First Lieutenant Borling in 1966,

FHOTOGRAFHS BY ANNA ENOTT

Poet

BY DAWN RAFFEL

THE CELLS WERE HORRIFIC: cramped,
dark, and blisteringly hot. The
prisoners—hundreds of American
servicemen captured by the
Vietcong—endured torture, hunger,
and crushing isolation. During the
endless days and nights, in the
bleak procession of weeks, months,
and years of not knowing whether
they'd ever go home or see their
loved ones again, one thing pierced
the utter desolation: the small
sound of taps on the wall. From
man to man, from cell to cell,

a code was passed, a way to say
“hello,” to say “1 am still alive.”

Continues on page 22
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The tap alphabet was first brought
into the North Vietnamese prison by
a pilot who'd been shot down in 1965.
These bare-knuckled ABCs were sur-
reptitiously taught to new arrivals.
With little explanation, one man would
tap out the rhythms until the next man
understood. Desperate, they learned
fast. They also learned that to tap was
to risk being beaten. The guards in the
infamous Hoa Lo prison, sarcastically
called the Hanoi Hilton by the POWSs
and the same prison in which Sena-
tor John McCain was held, dispensed
brutal punishment if they heard any
sounds from the prisoners. And yet the
taps persisted—a lifeline out of hell,

1 FoRCEPILOT John Borling, im-
prisoned for nearly seven years
after his plane was shot down
northeast of Hanei in 1966, briefly oc-
cupied a cell next to Jeremiah Denton,
Jr., who later became a senator. “We
were dying from the heat,” Borling says
as he describes a typical tap exchange.
When the guards opened the cell
doors, the prisoners, who spent their
days in total darkness, were blinded by
the sunlight. “I tapped ‘hot” on the wall
to Jerry,” says Borling, “and one of us
tapped ‘dying,’ and one of us tapped,
‘Pray for rain.'" Incredibly, within an
hour, there were thunderclouds and a
drenching, couoling rain. “The tempera-
ture must have dropped 15 degrees,”
Borling says. "Kept us alive. And it
stayed cool for weeks.”
But Borling took tapping far beyond
simple declarations. He imagined
beauty under monstrous circum-

stances to show that his spirit couldn’t
be destroyed. A self-described and
wryly self-deprecating “old fighter
pilot,” he had always loved literature.
Imprisoned with no pen or pencil,
nothing to write with but his mind and
heart, he composed verse in his head
and tapped it out on the walls. “In
order to stay human, in order to stay
sane, in order to stay competitive, I
needed to create,” he says. The poems
were gifts for the other men, and they
were alsa for his wife, Myrna—a leg-
acy in case he didn't make it out alive
but someone else did. (Myrna later
told him that she knew all along that
he was alive; “she could feel me," he
says. Still married after all these years,
they have two grown daughters.)

OME OF BORLING'S Prison poems
are about flying planes and the
freedom that represents. Oth-
ers are what he calls “the dark and
bitter stuff.” He also wrote holiday
poems. "We couldn’t celebrate them,
but the poignancy of Christmas and
Mew Year's and Hanukkah and Eas-
ter was there with us,” he says. "I
would create those poems and pass
them through the walls as a present,
and the guys would tap back, ‘Thanks
very much. When are we going to
have the suicide pact? Because you
want to laugh, you want to cry.”
Borling says writing was "a way
to make time an ally” and to open an
armored heart. But he also risked life
and limb in an effort to escape. At one
paint, his captors had tied him to a
board; Borling painstakingly worked

FeRderadigent.com giny

Continues on page 23



Continued from page 22

2 nail out of the
wood and hid it in
his mouth. Later, he
used the nail to free
himself from the hell
cuffs—so named be-
cause they caused
extraordinary pain
and sometimes broke bones—and from
the manacles on his ankles, giving his
body and spirit a rest before slipping
them back onas the guards rerurned.

Knowing the prisoner in the next cell,
aman named Darrell Pyle, was also suf-
fering terribly, he used the nail to bore
a tiny hole in the wall between them.
“It was Sunday,” Borling recalls, “and
we said the Lord's Prayer through this
little speck of a‘hole, and then I passed
the pick through to him and told him
how to work his cuffs.” The two men
hatched a plan. On a rainy Saturday
night, they propped their bed boards
so they could climb into the ceiling,
and then made it to the roof. They had
planned to get to Hanoi's Metropole
Hotel, where foreigners stayed, and
claim asylum or at least tell the story
of how they were being tortured. But

Borfing (circled) with
hiz sguadron in 1966,
the year he was shot
downy the tap code was
bazed on an alphabet

grid (below left); after

Borling's release, people
sent him POW bracelets
bearing his name.

T "'-T-"-ﬁ..

Pyle couldn't get out of his leg irons—
the guards had changed the locks—and
the men were caught. They were badly
beaten and thrown back into their cells.

FTER 1970, with Ho Chi Minh

dead, the prisoners received

slightly better treatment,
Borling says. Around the same time,
Americans at home began wearing
metal POW bracelets, copper bands
engraved with the names of missing
soldiers. Finally, on February 12, 1973,
the first 142 of 591 POWs—including
Borling—were released, to the joy of
their families and the nation. One man

Continues on page 24

23



Continued from page 23

24

Borling, with wife Myrna and daughter
Lauren in 1573 (top right) and today
(bottom right), was highly decorated
during his 37 years in the Alr Force

had been held since 1964, By March 29
of the same year, Operation Home-
coming was complete. The returning
POWs were hailed as heroes. “There
was a great outpouring of respect and
affection on the part of the country,
which needed a boost after that long,
hard war,” Borling says.

OU MIGHT THINK the first thing

a freed prisoner would do—

after calling his wifel—would
be to request a good meal, but Borling
asked for a tape recorder. Initially, he
didn't recognize the machine. Seven
years earlier, when he was shot down,
a tape recorder was still a bulky de-
vice with reels. After someone at the
military base showed him how to use
a cassette, he recorded the poems he'd
recited for years in his mind.

Then it was time to go home and
celebrate. “President Mixon had a
big party for us,” Borling recalls. “He
apened up the entire White House,

and we went wandering into the
Lincoln Bedroom, looking in the
drawers. One of our guys did a hand-
stand on the Steinway eagle-leg grand
piano in the East Room." The party
ended at about 1] p.m., when Nixon
declared he had to go to bed. "By the
way,” adds Borling, “about 50 chil-
dren were born nine months later.”
You might think another thing a
freed prisoner would do would be to
find a desk job. Not Borling. He went
back to active duty for another 23
years before retiring with the rank of
major general. Now 73, he's still writ-
ing poetry and still keeps in shape; he
ran the Chicago Marathon at 70 and
plans to do it again when he's 80,
Through the decades, the former
POWs stayed in touch. “I remember
long, intense talks about how can we
better serve the nation, how can we

readersdiuit.com gy

BONLING COUNTESY L. MATIASED

Continues on page 25



Continued from page 24

use this experience to be, in a humble

sense, motivators to the higher calling
that is America,” says Borling.

EMARKABLY, these men who had

given so much believed they

owed something to their coun-
try, rather than the reverse: “We all
felt that we had a lifetime of paying
back that we had to give.”

Borling’s belief in the importance
of service inspired him to start
S0S America (Service Over Self), a
foundation that advocates a year of
mandatory military service for young
men to make them, he says, “better
citizens, husbands, and fathers.”

It was perhaps inevitable that
Borling would return to Vietnam. In
2002, he traveled there with a group

WORDS STRONGER THAN WALLS

SONNET 44543
(SONNET FOR US)

‘The world without, within our weathered walls,
Remote, like useless windows, small and barred.
mmmm mnmqﬁckhrdm t!mhdh.

Like exercise and | wm«m

mmﬁnw thoughts that thirst can bring,
Companions, waking, sleeping, always there.

lmedmmrtlhl;m

of White House Fellows. Ironically,
the group stayved at the Metropole
Hotel in Hanoi, the same hotel that had
long ago beckoned in his imagination
a5 a place of refuge. In the morning,
before everyone else got up, Borling
went for a run, back to what had once
been the Hanoi Hilton. A hotel now
stood at the back of the grounds. Bor-
ling went in. Up on the fourth floor, he
found tennis and volleyball courts and
a swimming pool. “As best as I could
determine, [ was standing in what was
onee a terrible place, where they took
you in initially and hurt yvou. Look-
ing down into the prison courtyard
that’s now a children's playground, 1
thought, God must have a great sense
of circularity or a hell of a sense of
humor—and isn't that fine?” u

mwmwu&wumm
mﬁmmmmmm John Borling

mmmmmm
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Ringetion, Mahar of Whoaton and Bill Atikinson of Carol
fo calf nttemtion to the plght of tha lona American POW, Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl of

- MARE BLACE mbbsrhieballyimrsbimem
left, Jim Slonk of Batavia. 1 o

1 volorana group — including,
biflbpards, Inciuding e in
idaho.

Billboards served
as yellow ribbons

By CHRIETOFHER
FLACEN

iptarskiidaitpherald rom

From the Vietnam War grew
A movement among velemns
groups and families m make
sure no prisoners of war were

L
was o different time
&nd a different type of conflice;
POWSE were not uncommon
amid the jungle warfare and
adrprikes

Today, only one soldier 1s
classified by the Department
of Defense os “missing/cap-
tured” in current intemational

conflicts; Bowe Bergdohl, o
25-year-ald Armmy  sergeant
from a small town in idabo
who has been in captivity in

ASMIODCIATED FRESS FILE FHOTOH

Continues on page 27
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Female

Engagement

PRSP

BY KELLY VON LUNEN

Building Trust in Afghanistan and Iraq

n Iraq and Afghamstn, US
forces are making wse of all-
fernale teams o obtain
mfarmation that their male
counterparts have been tra-
ditionally denied, While not
technically on combat mis-
sions, these women Marines are doing
their parts in the fight against térrorism
abroad.

The Army bed the way with all-female
sejuacls fess than 4 year after the start of
the Iraq War with Team Lioness, a group
of some 20 women with HO & HQ Ca,,
Ist Eng. Bn. Ist BCT, 1st Inf Div,
During missions, commanders saw that
male 115, soldiers made Imgi women
uncormfortable, Some women refused
to be searched by these men, making
deadly weapons harder 1o detect.

When the Army added female sol-
diers—[Lionesses—io  these . missions,
the Iragi women relaxed to 4 degree
that the Lioneser were able to obtain
crucial information from them.

We Know Women Are Here 1o Help’
Today, Female Engagement Teams (FETs)
consisting of 46 personnel work 1o reach
Afghan women, These select Marines
show respect for Muslim: traditions by

¥TW » Alarek Jaid

aften covering their heads and shoalders
with scarves. The fimt sach units were
fielded in Afghanistan in February 2008,

“It’s part of the effort to show we're
sensitive to local culture,” Capt, Jennifer
Gregoire told the Associated Press “If
yorua shovw yourr hair, it's kind of like see-
ing a nude picture here, because women
are very covered up”

As Gregoire led an FET in the Now
Zad Villey of Helmand province, she
acknowledpged that women are still tech-
nically barred from combat units in the
Marine Corpe.

“Bun ... | 1hink [other Marines] under-
stand that what we're doing is vital to
operations and vital to the counterin:
surgency program. they want to oun”
Gregoire continued.

Finading Afghan women i the initial
challenge because many villagers are
wary of meeting any Marines.

*Deep in Taliban territory, Afghans
don’t want their women meeting Amer-
ican women,” National Public Radio's
Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson reported. "Not
even culturally semsitive ones like these
Marines, who cover their hair and neclks
with scarves”

Nelion points out that these American
women wear military uniforms, crry

Abwrve leit Manne Corps Cpl Sasah 8
Furnel, 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Rogment,
teaches Afghan girls to count at a school in
ow Zad, Adghanistan, on Jan. 2, 2010
Abeve right: Maring Cpl. Marissa L Stuart
werks with an Iragl woman aod chid in
Kabani, Iran, on Junn 28, 2008

weapans and work with men they aren’t
related to. All of these concepts-are for-
eign to Afghan women.

“Besides the chronic shortage of
femnle interpreters, [FETS] must over-
comye Centuries of mistruse that Afghans
have in foreigners,” Nelson reported.
“Then theres the added huedle of need-
ing Afghan men's permission before they
can speak to their women.”

Farmer Washingtor Post military cor-
respondent Thomas E. Rick says that
Afghans don't seem to mind the FETs.

“Female Marines are extended the
respect shown to men, but granted the
sccess reserved for women,” he reported.
“In ather words, the culture iv more flexi-
ble than we've comditioned ourselves 1o
think ... Local women wigld more influ-
eice than many of us imagined—influ-
ence on their hushands, brothers, and
especially their adolescent sons”

As an FET went along on one patrol,

Continues on page 29
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its members were fvited inside several
compounds, while the males stayed
outside. “And in each case, the FET suc-
ceetled in breaking the ice and getting
women 1o open up and discuss their
daily lives and concerns,” Rick wrote,

FETs deliver humanitariun aid into
the compounds, where the [l women
have accesa to it At marketplaces, “the
srongest, fastest or most-feared men
wet it according to Rick.

In addition, some of the Afghan
wumen said they anticipate the opporta-
ity to meet American women Marines,
which suggests that the Afghan men
hadn't punished them for speaking o
Americam.

“thne gentleman with a gray beard
who opened his home 1o the FET put it
this way: "Your men come to fght, but
we know the women are here o help,™
Rick reported.

‘An Eye-Opener in lrag
Smaller tedms compriing three female
Marines. a female Iragi interpreter and &
fernale ¢orpsman are currently being
used in frag

Children mieet the tears an the street

amd tell thelr mothers, according to the
Ist Marine Loglstics Group. Then ap
30 Iraql women meet with Iragi Women's
Engagement Teams {[WETsl.

The IWETs also go door-to-door
speaking to women o find out what
issues are important to them. Che such
team conducted a census patrol in an
Iragi town, It was able to meet and talk
with the local lragi females one-on-
one,segregated from men.

"It was an  eve-opener” amid Spr
Veronica Deleon. “We realized Iragi
people zre ordinary individuals that
wan! an opportunity 4t life and o future
for their children, just like we do”

The IWET met with 'maore than half of
the female adult populstion of the 1own.
The team questioned the Iragi women
bt what types of sssistance they need.
Iragis requested better electricity, finan-
cial assistance, medical facilities and
chiorime tablets for their drinking witer

Many of the women have hushands
who have either been killed or are
detained. Because of this, the women
need maney.

“The women were especially interes:-
ed in medical assistance.” Maj. Murgaret

—an Afphirn elder

Weltzel reparied,

The Iragi governmient provides a
“traveling doctor” who visits every now
and then, but the women expressed
their desire for a permanent facility that
includes a doctor specializing in female
health care.

“The closest medical facility is ... too
far to walk for those of us who don't
have cars,” one woman said.

They also seek jobs. The women want
to work o raise money for food for
their children.

Oe woman, whose two sons had
recently recemved cleaning jobs, said
things are looking much better in Irag.
"With the Americam’ help, Baghdad is
even getting better, ... The Americans
alveys help me. The Ameticans care for
us more than our own people. They
RIVE US mercy.

Fernale Marines report benefitting
from these meetings as well,

*[The visit] made us aware of why we
are here and how important It = 1o con-
duct these missions so we can continue o
earn and keep their trust,” Deleon said. ©

E-manil kvonlunen@viw,ong
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TYPE Il DIABETES
Vietnam Veterans Battle a New Enemy

By Jim Hall

s::pmnmcr 1968, the Republic ol
Vietnam, somewhere near Pleika:
The voung privaie first class stopped
filling sandbags used 1o reinforce his
fighting position and scanned the sky
trying 1o spot the airplane be heand
droning in the distance. Then he saw
it, silver and grey in the early morning,
light. The sobfier wiped sweal from
hiz forehead and the comers of his
eyes with the back of his hand 2 the
plane banked and came in low over (e
unghe canopy and scrub bondering the
road in and oot of the region

As the pilot leveled off. thin clouds
of spray came from under the wings of
the Fairchild C-123 Provider. The spray
witlenied and all but disappeared as the
powerful defaliant, Agent Orange, fell
on the vegetation below,

Twn days  later the soldler was

among two platoons patrodling though
the sprayed area. He noted the dead
and shriveled, gres-brown growih as
he made his way through what had
been an overgrown ares bustling with
the sound of insects and binds, an amea
whete a resourceful enemy could have
sel up an ambush. Now the area was
shriveled, brown and gquistly alien.
The soldiers” movements and  their
own breathing wete the predominate
sounds.

As they moved along, the soldiers
atirred up small clowds of dust as they
Brushed against a bush o small ree.

February 2007, the wahing area of
a VA hospital in Penhsylvanda; The
Tommer private, now going on &0 yoars
of age, sal looking a1 the papers he
had been glven. His 5'11° {rame was
shamped forward, and e had added 50
pounds in the woong places 1o the 165
he welghed in Vietnam: His halr had

thinned and memed grey,

He had just been diagnosed with
Type 2 diabetes. His mother had diabe-
tes before she divd. 1t was something
obider people got, he thoujh

The veteran in the story above s
fectitious, but evenits and circumstances
wsed 1o form this composite are meal
The reality is that S 1o 95 percent of
those with diabetes have Type 2, and
the incidence among Vietnam velerans
is subatanitally higher than the general
populathon. In fact, the disease ks now
a presumptive service-connected  dis-
ability for Vietnam veterans exposed to
Agent Ovange

Dabetes is a disease 1o e taken very
seriowaly; 11 is recognized as a leading
caiise of death and dizabflity In the
Unibed Staees, It is the leading cause of
aduilt blimEniss, encd stage renal diseass
amd  pop-traumatic lower-extreniity
amputations. Diabetles ane four times

DAV MAGAZINE
Continues on page 31
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Continued from page 30

mare likely to suffer coronary
Iean disease and strokes, and
mare,

There are three types of dia-
betes: Type 1 (insulin depen-
dent diabetes mellines) most
olten develops in children and
young adults; Type 2 usually
develops i adulbis; and ges-
tational diabetes, disoovered
during.  pregnancy, usually
disappears - after  pregmancy,
but women who suffer it have
a higher risk of Type 2 diabetes Later in life.

The Amevican Diabetes Association estimates mone than
20 million chilkimen and adults in the United States have
diabetes. More than 14 million are disgnosed while some
& million are unaware they have the disease, Many of these
who ane unaware are Vietnam veterans.

Puring a Taking Coptrol of Your Diabetes conference
last year in Columbus, Ohio, Urban Mivares, the DAV's
Outstanding Disabled Veteran of the Year for 1994, was
the keynote speaker. In 1968, Miyares collapsed in a dia-
betie coma during an enemy attack on his unit (n Viet
nam. Since then he haa suffened Bindness, hearing boss,
kidiney disease and neuropathy as a result of diabetes. He
has also become a diabotes education advocate, success-
ful businesspersan, motivational speaker and athlete,

According 1o Miyares, service connection for dizhetes is
Increasing deamatically in the veteran population, especially
among Vietnam velerans exposed 10 Agent Orange.

“MMabetes is quickly becom-
ing one the biggesi cosis io
the YA health care system,”
Miyares said. “Veterans defi-
nitedy need to get edocated on
this devastating disease,”

For veterans who served
in the Repoblic of Vietnam
between January 9, 1962, and
May 7. 1975, getting educated
inchules getting  cxamined
and  diagnosed. Then you
need 1o see a3 DAV MNational
Service Officer (NS0).

“I'wonkd say 20 percent or more of the Vietnam velerand
we =eg are diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes.” sald Fonald
F. Hope, Supervisory M50 af the Natbonal Service Dffice in
Winston-Salem, N.C.

A combat service-connected Vietnam veteran himself,
Hope has been advocating on behall of and assbsting veter-
ans filing claims for service-connecied disability for nearly
three decades. He encourages Vietnam veterans to take im-
mediate action regarding Type 2 diabetes.

“If you are diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes, you need 10 see
your neanesl DAY W50 10 assist you in liling for service-con-
nection for this disease,” Hope sald. “Bring us the diagnosis
and DD 214 o prove Vietnam service and we'll do the rest.®

T bearn more about diabetes visit the American Dia
betes Association Web site at www.diabetes.org. There is
also g dlabetes fac) sheel avallable at the VA Web site,
W WL (-

Wounded Warrlors...

ter 95, Oceanside,
Caiif,, donated DD
plavers, siectric rarors and
restautant gt cards fo
injured Marines and satiors
af the Wounded Warrior
Cantar, Maring Corps Base
Camp Pendietan. The cen-

- - - - - -
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KOREAN WAR

VETERANS’ TRIBUTE

by Less Virgas

]LIL‘f 27, 2013 WILL MARK the 6oth anniversary of the end
@F of the Korean War. It is our duty and responsibility 1o honor,
respect and remember the service and sacrifice of the courageous
men and women whe served in "The Forgorten War”

| was a ninth grader when the
Korean War started and it wasn't
long before the upperclassman wol-
unteered for the service. Our vorech
instructor, & World War [I Navy wet-
eran, vaas recalled w active dury, My

-

friend and neighbor wha volunteered
for the Army was devlared missing
In sction. His parerts died never
knowing the fare of their son. | was
enrolled in Army JROTC and served
on a marksmanship ream that parric-
ipated in military funerals for retum-
ing servicemen who had been killed
in acrion. These experiences helped
me 1o understand the real meaning
of service and sacrifice by members
of our miliary.

The Korean War veteran needs no
eulogy fram me or any other man. He

- - - - - -

32

has written his own hismory in red
upon the enemy’s breast. We muist
honor his patience under adversity,
his courage under fire and his mod-
esty in victory Keep them in our
pravers and cherish the sweet memo-
ries they left behind.

Truly, these Korean War veter-
ans exemplify those rhree hallowed
words echoed by their commander,
General Déuglas MacArthur: "Dury-
Honor-Country.” %

- -



in Focus

Triple Amputee Quick
to Overcome Obstacles

Airborne seldier Monte Bernardo is determined to recover
guicker than average so that he can pursue his dreams
of becoming an aerospace engineer.

he war in Afghanistan has

produced vet another story of

true grit and raw determina-
tien fnbartling whas others
wnld see an adversiny. It ls
the story of Army Sgr. Monie
Bernardo, a triphe amputee.

Omly 47 dayw after loakng borh legs, he

s wilking ot Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center in Bethesda,
M. And only a couple of months after

that, he was drivieng, despite havingalao |

Bost bl left hand o8 bomb.
“I've always been one to push abive
anid bevond,” Bernardo said the day he
first drove Walter Reed's adaptive van,
“1 set my standards high and then 1 try
o exeeed them,”
O July 4, 2002, the 20-pear-old was
severely wounded while on patrol juse
south of Kandshar in Afghanisan, It was
hia second touwr in that country
with the 4th Sqdn. 73rd Cav
Repr 4th BET. Rnd Abm. Div.

As noavabry scout mnd team
leader, Bernardo was leading a I
foat patral in an area where some
af his unit members had been
Kkilled in previoos explosions,
The patral was ambaished, and
Bernardo’s men ran to 8 berm for
caver.

But there was a bomb buried in that
berm. Bernardo went to sit down and
used hia hand 1o casch hin weight, deto.
nazing the homb.

| sat right tn top of that bomb,” he
tald the Washdngton Faar, <My baddy
e running through the smoke. 1
asked lim if my Jegs were pooe dnd he

sabil, “Wah, your legs are gone.’ 1 was Hie,

‘Al rigght, that socks.™

o NPW = MLAY 0L

attitude ever aince. His sense of humor

all again. His determination is inspiring.
“Apparently, I'm pretty quick at fecm-
ering from what | heard from everybody,”
hee el & Washington, DU, news station,
“I'ma releaming how 1o use o hand that's
et e, begs that mree’t mine.”
Bernardo's brother, Frank, calls him
mn imepiration. "As soon as he can da
somuthing he does it.” he said,

When he heand that the stay

| Walter Jleed for & triple amputec ranges

froms 16 months to thiee years. he said
*“no way,” and vowed to get back'on
ithee road within a year se that he could
begin college.

The day Bernardo began driving at
Walter Reed, he &id lt with ease, saving

| i felt “natural = He expressed his frus-
| trathon with the traffic, joking that NG,

drivers are “stuphd.” When a reporter

ritimg with him ssked whether or not he

wak trvous, Bernando laughed

3 "I jumped out of airplanes for
the last gix years, and 1 stepped on

5 2 bomb,” he said, "What's there 1o

& he nervous showl ™™

The Petaluma, Calif, native

2 joined the Army n 2006. His fam-

iy maw it Bs Jove of country thay

inspired him 1o enlis.

“He would give the shirt off his
hack to help others and i an amaz-
imyf person and kerps asking bbal.rt
s guyes back in
Frank said ot the time hix litde
brother was woundad

Bermardo grew up on 8 dairy
farm and then becamee & plumber,
Hin 1l-year-old danghter, Felicity,
in by his neconant, thie Hight of his
Tife.

When hie benves Waleer Reed, he
i moving to Texns and enrolling
#f Texas ALM to study aerospace
engindering. His brother played
rughry and graduated from that
schiool.

Last Nav. 17, Bernaslo was a
guest 3t a Texas A&M foothall
ame in College Swition where he
was honored in an unexpected way,
Representatives fram Operation Finally

| Ho#ie pecognized Bornardo’s service.
han mot wavered. He says he would do it |

They announced they were bullding
him a mortgyee-free adaptive bome in
the Kimg Oalos commaniry of Bryan-
Colbege Station.

“1vs all warth it w have people like
this [supporting youl.”™ Bernando ssid
after hearing the announcement in front
af thausands of peuple. *1'd do it agmin
in & second. | woulda't go hack on 1" ©

E-mATL fhlmnkershipinfivong

- - - - - -
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By RobTew

—_— e — e e —————

A Conversation with Karl Marlantes

a5t vean, Ratl Marlantes delivered & bombshel] vo the publishing world in the form of
MatterborgtA Novel af the Vietraem Wier, a 600-page novel about an infanery officer
serving (' Vietnan

The best-selling

Inspired by his own service in the war, the DAV life member of Chaper 43,
Bellevue, Wash., strogeled for more than 37 years to complete Matterborn, Upon its release,
ehe powiel quickly became s News York Times best-seller and gamered critical accolades and
awacdsfurithe authos

flur dden imithE viruggle of gerting Matterhorn to prant is the story of another book, What
Je s Like o Go to (War Markantes wrote his secomd book both as a means wo get Matterfam
publithed and a8 @ W ay 1o come to grips with the demons of the war which haunted him,

A work of nonBiction, Wikt [t I Like ro Go fo Wier was wrirten as Marlantes settled imo
life 2= = busipess leader and family man. Yet beneath this lr.1.|'||.|!.|||-. seemingly nereal fife was
the sereskie of 2 forner Marine officer who was battered by his war experience.

Wiear It 1 Like to Go to War draws an the wisdom of ancient texts on combat, as well

author on his
Experiences in
Vietnam, the
struggles with post-
traumatic stress
disorder (PT50) and

the importance of

2t ru;u.'h:tl'-llh.' conversations with friends, fellow veterans and, in particular, mythology
scholar and author Joseph Campbell, who brings Marlantes to tears with a piece of long

ritual and ceremony forgorte wisdom

DR Can you tell me abour the nming
of writing Masterhern and Whar It b
Lilke to Ga go War? Dhid you start writ-
ing one before the other ar did youo
always intend 1o write both?

Marfamies: | sraried workiog on Mat-
terhorn  exremely early. | smarted
writing it in the 70 and | couldn®
get anvone to touch it ar 1o read the
manuscript. So about the end of the
"824 some of my friends, who are prob-
ably experts in the publighing industry,
told me, *MNo wonder you can’t get 2
big Far fiction book published becawse
no one knows YOUT NAINE OF Wants
take 2 gamble on an unknown name
wha writes a big far henon book. You
need to write a nonBction Ty pe of
bk, ™ That kind of pur it in the back
of iy head. You get a nonfiction book

Mardgiies recently sae down with the DAV o discuss his most recent published work

published and then you ger Marrer-
harsr puhn‘.i}hud.i,.'lull: Frankly by 1990,
| was cracking up w ith TSI, | had no
adea of what it was. But | stareed 1o get
some hines [that] what was going on
may have had something to do with the
war. But | had never heard of FTSD.

I was overseas i Singapore. 5o
I thought 1 should wy w0 come tw
grips with some of the things rhat
were bothenng me. | was sraming to
have nightmares about certain things
that had happened. That along with
this thought thas 1 should write a
non-fiction book Arst led me to san
working on What It [s Like ro Go ro
Wir. And I”|1,:|.\|'|.'.1.|'|_1; started 1o work
out some of my demons. And in the
course of it | started v think that if
I'm dealing with this then other guys
must be dealing with it oo, 1 also

Continues on page 35
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Continued from page 34

wished T would have known some of this
stuff hefore | joined the Marine Corps, so |
started thinking about young people going
off to war to start a career. And finally came
this idea that our culture is so bad about
talking about combar. Veterans face isola-
tion just by the fact that they have faced this situation.
1es like 2 mystics they can’t even tell you what it was
like because it was so different. Bur this silence we
have for 8 combat veteran comes from fear. We don't
want to embarrass him. From the veteran’s side, ir's, *[
don't want to say something because they may think
I am a crazy hiller,” We keep quict. | didn't know my
father was in the Barde of the Bulge until T was 50
years old,

BRY: That is amazing,

Marfamies: Yeal, yvou know T didn’t even know iz He
had some funny stories about getting drunk on Calva-
dos in Normandy because that is acceptable. You ean't
talk about the other stuff.

B 15 there a value to that silence?

Marlanies: Mo, | don's think ir's 2 vahue. It a disservice.
There is a code in the military that says you can’t whine
and you can't brag. Well, as | tell people, war is 95 per-
cent things 1o complain about and 4 percent of things to
brag abour, so thar doesa't leave much left to talk abour.

So what is going on here, it is a disservice w both loved
oises hack home and to the veterans themselves, because
this isolation does lead to more self-medication and to
suicide. And breaking down this barrier about having a
veteran being able o talk freely sbout his expericnce and
having people whe love him find our what happened,
you know, | think it would be a grear, great help. The
milirary can't solve that ene. Itis up to us.

DBW: Tt scens that oor military today has embraced the
importance of saying goodbye to fallen comrades in
small ceremanies. | am sure from what | have seen at the
Victnam Veterans Memaorial that is a place where saying

goodbye has happened quite a lot,

Marlantes: You are on o something very im-
partant. The memaorial is the place for Vietnam
veerans to touch, physically touch thar time
period and mourn those dead people becatise
that also is 2 symbolic, ceremontal part of our
culrure that we left behind in the so-called
“Enlightenment.” We threw 2 lot of the baby out with
the batkwater, We have lost a lov of these rruals, a locof
these symbols of the more spirineal fife. I think this loss
is to our detriment. The wall is 2 place where people
g0 to mourn, and it's because it is 2 place and a piece
of art—all of that is important and it works, It works.

B Vou talk abour combar vererans being part of a club,
which can be a means of them exchanging stories and
banding ever shared experience, How useful do you
think today's vererans service organizations (VS(s) are
in this regard and how can they be begter?

Mariambes: | think V504 are extremely impormant becaure
so many of them facifitate a successful transition o civilian
life by helping veterans with employment and education.
Thie DAV--all the wark you do in your way helps integrate
these people back into the culrure because they need help,
whether they are disabled because of physical or psycho-
logical wounds. The DAY helped me get my PTSD rating.
You guys clesred the way because the paperwork was such
a challenge.

But there is a point where VSO0 fall short. And not
thut these organizations can do something about it The
point where it falls short is that these are atill veterans
talking 1o veterans. What we need are veterans alking 1o
pty-veterans. And, how do we do that? That is why | write
about this solation veterans experience, It can also lappen
in groups, It certaindy helped me remendously 1o talk with
a veterans group about what | did in the war, 1 was able to
do that with other veterans ar the Deparmment of Veterans
Atfairs. But wee haven't gotten w the point where we feel
comfortable or safe ralking with non-veterans. | think it
w important for V504 1o find a way 10 get non-veterans
and weterans speaking openly 1o ene another. Veteram need
someone to listen and ask questions in & way that is not
judging. Whar 1 am worried about is veterans-only clubs
and such increasing the isolation,

Continues on page 36
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Continued from page 35

DR When | read vour writing, vour descriptive gifts re
ally stand our. A

'.Ila[l\."'lll-|1l'l\.! |I.II'||,':II" I'IL:“.."L me Want 1o sec

d the idea af Vietnam being a *beauriful

At s many

potnts in your writing, Victnam s a jungle paradise yet
It INECITW II‘ C3 “—'Illh these Lrl.ll:.,'l_ I.'I'\.I!:I"' |"|'|]|_."I1"| ol :I'rﬂ'ul_'lJ_r

I'm curious to koow how that feels when vou are look

this beauoful countryside and all of 2 sudden you
ever go back and look ar this

lose & briend there. Can

n.l.?ll]!llf\"u!i‘l{' m ||‘I{' same 'L‘.J‘u':‘

Martamies:

doesn't necessanly mean vou w

o, woid will never loak at it the sam

never have a positive
experience with ic In fact, being aware of death, which
the combar veteran has drilled nto his head, makes
lvoking at the beauty even more intense. You know life
and death are around you. You konow how sweet life is,
And you may only get to see this a few nmes tn vour life,
s0 vou vow to really enjoy it today. It goes back o that

near spinitual experience—the here and now. It tends to

focas you and even deepens the experience. Mowadays,
I'll ook at this scene of beaury and i will oceur o me
1am will never see
getting sad just talk-
know what? [t deepens the

my radio operator who died (n

this. And it makes me sad, and I"'m

II'I}; o you JI1|'\IIJE It H||'} ¥

experience. [t doesn's ruin it

D Th

where it's not ruined or to where it is deepened

must be a Process one goes through 1o get to

Marantes: Yes, it ook decades before 1 could look at
landscape and net think about where [ would set out
machine guns. [ would just be driving down a country

road and automancally say 1o my self, “That tree line i

going o have to get defended.” It was just autosmatic
Thankfully it docsn't happen as much anymare because
1 five in ‘Washingtan and we have 2 lot of tree lines

th Karl Marlantes, v

lr'll.l' .VI.'I' |I.||'||l|Il IREriew

o et org

WIHINT
1 IS LIKNE
) (6 O

Above laft, a5 a young LLS. Marine Corps first Mewtenant, Karf
Mariantes plays guitar. Above, for herolsm in combat he is awarded
the Navy Cross. Left, Marantes funneled his war experfences into
the new release, What It 15 Like To Go To War.
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“We Will Not Forget”

WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War,
Gulf War, Iragi War, Afganistan War

-» Rolling Thunder,® Inc,
National

P.O. Box 216 Neshanie Statfon, NJ 08853

Telephone (908) 1695439 Fax (908) 369-2072
wwnirollingthunder.com E-mailua at: rinjT@Eworldnet.att.net
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Continued from page 38

Dispatches from Afghanistan’s

Valley of Death

Photographer Tim Hetherington shares his experiences from Qutpost Restrepo

public, even though a fierce battle was raging against a resurgent Taliban and an increasingly powerful al
Qaeda.

That same year, author Sebastian Junger (The Perfect Starm) and acclaimed photographer Tim Hetherington
dug in with the soldiers of Battle Company of the 173" Airborne in the Korengal Valley, a stark, craggy basin of
Kunar Province often referred to as the deadliest place on Earth.

Perhaps "dug in*® isn’t the right term. The company leaders made a bold decision to go farther inta the “Valley
of Death™ than soldiers an previous rotations. This meant Battle Company soldiers engaged in an average of four
to five firefights a day for nearly 14 months.

One of Battle Company's first bosses was its spirited medic, Pfc. Juan Restrepo. To honor their fallen comrade,
the soldiers named their new home Outpost Restrepo, The glorified bunker served as a home and a thin line of
defense for the soldiers, who formed a close band under hellish conditions.

The assignment at Restrepo turned out to be a wealth of inspiration for the two civilians, The asignment
wiaas originally for a Vanity Fair article on soldiers fighting in the Korengal. Junger interviewed the soldiers and
handled the written word while Hetherington captured dozens of rich and
expressive photographs.

Hetherington also used his keen eye to capture hours of video footage
which was combined with post-deployment interviews of Battle Company
soldiers to create the documentary film “Restrepo.” The award-winning
documentary premiered at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival and went on to
earn high praise from critics for its unblinking soldier's eye view of relentiess
combat.

"Restrepo” received a nationwide theatrical release last year and i available
on DVD. For more information, visit hittpairestrepothemovie.com,

Mext came Junger's book, War, a visceral and thoughtful meditation an life
and death at Restrepo as well as the very nature of man and battle, The book
was met with critical acclaim and still holds a spot on various bestseller [ksts.

And now comes the release of Infidel, an exquisite bound collection of Hetherington's camera waork in the
Korengal Valley, infide! captures life for the often weary Battle Company soldiers with an almost surreal imtimacy.
The book is now avallable for sale at stores and through online booksellers.

Hetharington recently sat down with DAV Magazine to talk about fnfidel and the life-changing expesience at
Outpost Restrepo.

I n 2007, the war in Afghanistan ran a distant second to Iraq in competition for the attention of the American

Tim Hetharington

Continues on page 40
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Continued from page 39

DAV: Your time in the Korengal Valley was longer and
more intense than many embeds. Were you prepared
for this experience by past assignments, or was this
something completely different?

Tim Hetherington: ["ve covered conflicts for over ten
plus years and have been in some preny demanding situ-
ations, but every war has a different dynamic, so it's hard
to make comparisons abour this one being more or less.

What was cerainly different was the amount of time
I spent with the guys, about five months in total, all of
it in the Korengal Valley during their deployment. Ges-
ting 1o know them, being accepted into the growp and
sharing expeniences with them was a profound experi-
ence and one which [ will carry for the rest of my life,
That was certainly different. I mean, | was once embed-
ded with a rebel army in Liberia but did not manage o
share as much as 1 did with the men of second platoon.

| definitely didn't expect the experience to be as ki-
netic as it was. Remember that my colleague Sebastian
Junger and 1 went there in 2007 when the world was
firmly focused on Iraq, 1 thought | was going on a quict
assignment for Viemity Farr, and 1 expected there would
bee & lot of walking in the mountains, meeting elders and
drinking cups of tea and occasionally getting shot ar.

MNothing prepared me for the reality that the war in
Afghanistan was slipping out of control, and by the end
of October 2007, about a fifth of all Aghting across the
entire country was taking place in that six-mile-long
valley.

DIAV: What was it like to be an artist in the midst of
warriors? [Hd you find yourself or your perception of
the American military changing?

Hetherington: You get all types of people in life, and
the military & no different. There were a number of
guys in the platoon that also had an artistic sensibil-
ity: Misha Pemble-Belkin was always drawing, and
Vinny Cantu was a great tattoo amist. In facr, that'’s
where the title of my book fnfidel comes from. Vinny
brought s tatteo gun up to the Korengal, and 2 number
of guys had the word “Infidel” inseribed in large let-
ters across their chests. | asked one of them why, and
he replied, *Well, it's what the enemy calls us on the
radio, so why not?”™ They wore it like a badge of honor.

This was my first time with American soldiers, and 1
was really impressed by them. They were a disciplined
and tough bunch, but being up ar Ourpost Restrepo
with them was also fun because they all had a grear sense
of humor. When | did need to leave the Korengal, I'd
always end up missing being there and was conseantly
wondering what was going on. Also, as a Furopean,
I'd had East and West Coast experience of the US., but
within the platoon there were people from all places and
backgrounds, so 1 was keen to learn a lot more about
the U5,

I guess one of the main things, is that [ really expected
1o be much more heavily controlled by the military in
terms of the work | was making. In fact, we weren't
censored at all, and that was imporant because we've
managed to make a work that 15 honest 1o us and o the
soldiers. It's a warts-and-all view of things out there
— the good and the bad — but it's also done with 2 lot
of affection. And that really resonates for the civilians
back home who don't really understand the experience
of what it's like o be a soldier but who don't want 1o be
fed military propaganda.

DAV: How do you think being British colors your
perspective of the American soldier? Did this change
after your experiences at Restrepo?

Continues on page 41
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Hetherington: [ spent eight years living away from the
UK. and haven't been embedded with British troops,
so [ can't make a military comparison. However, | think
Brits are culturally more cynical that Americans; it’s in
our genes 1o be pessimistic. Think of all that bad weather
and the fact that Britun has already fought wars in Af-
ghanistan, So I'd have these conversations with Sehastian
about whether the ULS. was going to succeed building a
road through the valley as they had planned. Sebastian
was the opimistsc American saying thar they'd succeed,
and I wasthe pessimistic Britsaying that it wouldn't work,
But as for the soldiers themselves, 1 liked them from
the start and found 3 common bond. Sometimes 1 think
being a Brit actually helped because 1 was not part of
their society but at the same time a bit of an object of
curiosity... | mean they all used to [give me 2 hard time],
and 1'd throw it back ar them for being Yanks, which all
made us laugh,

DAV: How much are journalists accepred by the mili-
tary in Afghanistan? At Restrepa? Is it diffevent there
than at other parts of the combat theater because of
the intensity and the intimacy of that small firebase?

Hetherington: It’s hard for me to make sweeping gen-
eralizations, but on the whole 1 think the US. military
understands that journalism is important and that trying
to censor journalism is really something that we expect
from places like China or [ran. The soldiers get this too,
and often on Facebook 1 read postings by soldiers say-
ing thar they were fighting to support democratic ideals
like freedom of speech. You know, one of the really
amazing things about the guys our there is that they
also understood that they were fighting for people who
opposed the war, and they acoepted thar. Their wlerance
is something society at home would do well to emulate.

Perhaps this was because all that was imporant was
being a good soldier and making sure that you didn't
get anyone else, or yourscelf, killed. 1 think thar being
in 30 much combat in a remaote outpost like Outpost
Restrepo did have some kind of positive effect on them,
I'mean, the group bond was incredibly strong. As one
suldier said, “There are guys in the platoon that outright
hate cach other, but they would all die for each other.
5o he's talking about a brotherbood rather than a friend-
ship that is particularly profound and which sdds a ot

of significance and meaning to their lives, It's no wonder
they come home and actually miss being “out there,” a
fact thar most civilians can't get their heads around.

DAV: Describe what it is like to view war through a
lens. How s it different than, say, a sniper who also
sees much of combat through a lens?

Hetherington: I've never been a sniper or carried a
weapon in war, so it's hard for me to make a comparison,
What I do know is that | would put myself in very dan-
gerous situations when filming or photographing, It's like
I have an “off™ switch in my head that [ hit when I have
to go and do something that is dangerous which leaves
me able to focus on the job I've got to do. In some ways,
1 imagine it'’s a bit like soldiers who are vrained 1o sand
up in a fircfight and shoot back. They put themselves at
risk but are so focused on the job that they can overcome
their fear. | remember one time in the Korengal when Tad
Donoho was firtng 4 [grenade launcher] from his knees
as we were being artacked by insurgents, | was about 2
fooe or so from him alo on my knees and filming him,
Later he asked me if | had seen the tracers pass between aur
heads. | hadn't, but I later returned 1o the spot where we'd
been and saw the trees were completely chewed up, 1 hadn's
noticed it at all becavse I'd been vo consumed with what 1
was filming. | felt pretty shaken up thinking abour it

DAV: Tell us one story that best sums up the experi-
ence of being there in that firchase with those soldiers.

Hetherington: There are so many that it's hard for me
to pinpoint something that could be representative. |
was on the same combat operation where Sal Giunta
carned the Medal of Honor (he's the first living recipient
since Vietnam) for stopping insurgents from dragging
away his friend Joshua Brennan during a close quarter
ambush, Sal represents the best of Bartle Company —
rough and humble, He's quick to remind people that
other soldiers, including all the guys in First Plaroon,
were also part of that action. Like I've been saying, it’s
a big family, e

“Restrepo® o avarlable on DV, Sebastian Junger’s
War and Tim Hetherington's Infidel are availalle from
bookstores und online retatlers,
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Soldier KIA During Vietnam War Identified

Sobdier KIA During Vietnam War Identified

The Departmant of Dafensa POW/Missing Perscnnal Oifica [DPMO) announced today thit the rmains of a servceman,
kiled |n mction duning the Vietnam War, have beon idantifiod and will be retumed bo hes Tamily for budal with bl military honors.

Armmy Capl. James M. Johnstona, of Baton Rouge, La., will ba buried Dec. 12, in Afnglon Masonal Cematary. On Mav.
18, 1966, Johnslone wirs the pilol of an OV-1A Mohawk sircraft thal crashed while conducting a daytime reconnaissance mission
over Aftapu Provinos, Laos. MNearty LLS. aircrews reporied seoing tha wing of Johnslone's aircralt hit & tree during & cimb 1o
avold a nearby ridgeline. No parachules ware sean exiting tha aiccrall. Heavy anemy geasencn in the area prevented recovery
ufforts,

From 1993 to 2008, joint LS -Lao People’s Democradic Republic (L.P.D.R. ) leams, lod by the Joint POW/MLUA Accounting
Command (JPAC), intervewod maltiple witnesses, and conducied several Evestigations and excavations of the crash site in
Attapu Province. The teams located human remains, military equipment, an idensification card baaring Johnsione's nama, and
aircrafl wreckage of an OV-1A, which cormelated with the last known location of Johnstone's adrcraft.

To idamtify the remains, scaentists from JPAC anslyzed circumstantial evidenca and used forensic identification oots, such
a8 dentad compariscns.

Today, thie LS. governmint continues 10 work closely with the govemmants of Vietnam, Laos, and Camboda fo recover
Amaricans kost dusing the Vietnam W,

For additional information on the Defenss Departmant’s mission 1o acoount Tor missing Amaricans, visil the DPMO wabsite
ol hittpcihasss dtic milidpmo o call 7036081169,

Soldiers Missing From Vietnam War Identified

Tha Department of Delense POWMissing Parsonnal Office (DPMO) announced today thal the remains of three
mm.mnmfmm the Vietnam War, were recantly identified and ane boing returned o their families for buriad with

Asry S, 1" Clans Willam T, Brown of La Habra, Calif, Sgt. 1% Class Donald M, Shus of Kannapolis, N.C., and Sgt. 1"
EH}WH.Wﬂm Park, N.J., will be buried a3 a group on Aug. 30, in & single caskat representing the three
wgmmmwm. Brown and Shue ware each individually buried on Sepl. 28, 2011, al Arlington and May

On Mov. 3, 1868, tho menand six Vietnamesa soltksrs were part of a Spoecial Forces reconnaissance patrol opanating in
Quang Tr Province, near the Vietnam-Laos border. The patrol was ambushed by enemy forces and o thres Amaricans ware
wounded. Brown was reporied 1o have suMered a gunshol wound to his side. Due to heavy enemy presence and poor weather
conditions, the search-and-rescus team was not able lo reach the sito until eight days tatar. AL thal tima, they found miliany
equipment belanging to Shuo. bul no othes signs of the men.

site of the lmhnh In 2008, & miltary identfication tag for Brown was turned over lo the LS. Govemmenl from a U S, cizen
with ties to Vietnam. Finally, in Apeil 2010, join leams excavated a hilllop area near Huang Lap Village, recovering additional
W Shuse” a0 e e AR S e "

Scientists from the JPAC and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory used circumstantial and malerial evidence,
nlong with mitochondrial DA - which maiched thal of some of the soldiers’ family members - in the identification of the remains.

For addiional information on the Defense Department’s mission o account for missing Americans, eall 703 899-1158 or
visit the DPMO Web site 8t ww dlic mildpmg.
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Soldier Missing from Korean War Identified

INFE O3 F 22539 P CDT

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Soldier Misaing from Korean War ldentified

The Department of Deferse POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) anncunced today that a sarvicaman, who was
unaccounted-for from the Korean War, has been kentified and will be returmed 10 his family for burial with full miltary honors.

Ay L1 Cod, Don €. Faith Jr. of Washingion, Ind., will be buried Aprl 17, in Aflinglon Mational Cametery. Faith was a
voteran of World War 11 and went on 1o serve in the Korean War. In lsle 1850, Faith's 15t Baftalion, 32nd infantry Regiment,
which was attached (o the 31st Regimental Combal Team (RCT), was advancing along the assiam side of the Chosin Resarvoir,
in Marh Koma. From Nov. 27 to Doc. 1, 1850, the Chinesa Peopla's Violuntesr Forces (CPVF | encirded and atiempled to
ovenun the ULS, position. Dudng this sares of altacks, Faith's commandaer went méssing, and Fath assumed command of the
31st RCT. As the battle continued, the 3182 RCT, which came 1o be known as "Task Force Fatth,” was forcad to withdraw south
along Route 5 1o & mone dofensible position.  During the withdrawal, Faith continuowsly ralliod his troops. and personally led an
assaull on a CPVF position.

Racords compiled afier the battle of the Chosin Reservolrn, to indude eyewitness rpors from sundivors of the battle,
indicabed that Faith was sefiously injured by shapnsd on Dec. 1, 1850, and subsequently died {rom those injuries on Dec. 2,
1950, His body was not recoverad by ULS, loroes af that bme, Faith was posthumouwsly ewarded the Medal of Honor - the Liniled
States’ highest milltary honor - for parsonal acts of axceptional vakor during the battle,

In 2004, a joint U5 and Democratic People’s Republic of Norh Koma (D.P.RK) team surveyed the area whar Faith was
lasi soon, His remains wene locatod and relumed to the LS. for identification.

Ta identdy Falth's remains, scientists from the Jont POWIMIA Accounting Command (JPAC) and tha Armed Fomes DNA
kdantification Labosatory (AFDIL) used circumstantial evidence, compiad by DPMO and JPAC researchers, and forensic
identification tools, such as dental comparison. They also used mitochondrial DNA - which malched Faith's brothar,

Today, mon than 7,800 Americans remain unaccounied for from the Korsan War. Using modam technology, identfications
continue 1o be made from remains that were oeviously lumed over by North Korean officials o recovared from Morth Korea by
Amarican lomms.

For additona information on the Defense Depantment’s mission bo sccount for missing Amaricans, visil the DPMO wobsite
A faltgr e, clic milipene or call TO3-590-1 160,

Marine Missing In Action from Kerean War |dentified

The Department of Delfense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced today that the remains of &
sarviceman, missing in action from the Koman War, have been identified and will be returned to his family for burial with
full military honors.

Maring Ple. Richard 5. Gzik, of Teleds, Ohie, will be buried taday, at Arlingten National Cemetery near
Washington, DC. On Dec. 2, 1550, Gzik and the other Marines of M Battery, 11th Artillery Regiment, 1st Marine Division,
came under attack on the west side of the Chosin Reservolr in North Korea, Itwas during this battle that Gzik was killed
in action and his remains were buried alongside the road leading to Hagaru-ri. Later that month, the withdrawal of UM,
forces from the Chosin Reservodr reglon made it imposaible to recover Gzik's remains.

In 1954, United Nations and Communist Forces exchangod the remains of war dead in what came to be called
"Operation Glory.” All remains recovered in Operation Glory were turmed over to the Army Central Identification Unit for
analysis, Those which wore unable to be identified, given the technology of that time, were interred as unknowns at the
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawall — the "Punchibowl.”

In 2012, analysts from the Joint POWIMLA Accounting Command [JPAC) re-oxamined the case records and
determined that advances in technology could Hkely ald In the identification of the unknown remains as Gzik. Once the
remains were exhumed, scientists from JPAC used clreumstantial evidence and forensic identification toocls, including
dental records and radiographs, to validate Gzik's identification.

Using modern technology, identifications continue to be made from remains that wers previously buried as
unknown. Today, 7,847 Americans remain unaccounted for from the Korean War,
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Soldier Missing from World War Il Identified

T Dwepartmesnt of Defanse POW/Missing Parsconel Offica (DPMO) announced Loday thal tha remains of o servicsman fom
Woarkd War Il harve boen idontified and are baing returnid 1o his family for burial with full military honors.

Aarmy 18t L1, Jobn E. Tnmnhg of Mount Prospact, I, ﬂummmmmmww O May 7,
1844, Tarpning was a plol of a B-24D0 Litweralor that deparied Maczab, New Guinea on a bombing mission, Due to mechanizal
MhﬂlﬂﬂWHMwamMHhﬂhm#ﬂW Tha aircralt, Terpning, nor
et minsd cithe crvaman abomnd the plans wine seen aftar takeoff, in 1946, the War Depariment declared all len men o be presumad
dond.

In 1673, a Papun Mew Guinea Forest Depariment official reporied a wartime aircral! in the mountains norbeast of the ity of
Laa. In October 1973, & team of Royal Australian Alr Force (RAAF ) responded 1o the report ard visitod the sile, whisns they found
mmmwumm.&nn A that time iho RAAF recoviensd possitils human mmains, which wane
transfermed o the LLS. Army Mortuary in Tachima, Japar; however, Mhmhﬂw-hﬁrmwwmm
Individually ientified. in 1874, tha remains worn buriod as o groug at Afingion Malional Cemetary.

hmm i Joind POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) team was sont b0 investigabe and survey the crash sito. The
tomm reccversd aircraft wackage. including a radio call sign dats plate thal matched the aircraf, from a B-24D and addifional remiins.

Ta ideniify the romains, scantists from JPAC and the Amed Foroes DNA idensfication Laborastony used circumstantial evidence
and farunsic identification toots such as dental compansons and mitochondnal DMA, which maiched Terpning’s brother,

Al tha e of Wiordd War 11, the U5, govemmani was unable to recover and identily approsimalely 79,000 Americans. Today,
mane than 73,000 am unaccountad-for from fhe conflicl.

For additianal information on the Defense Deparsmant's mission to scoouwnt fof mssng Amarcans, visd the DPMOD wob site at
i feaow e, mittpme or call TO3-GE0- 110

Alrman Missing in Action from WWH identified

Tha Departmeni of Defense POWMissing Persannel Office (DPMO) announced today thal the remains of a
serviceman, missing in action from Word Wi |1, has been idorlified and returned {o his tamity for burial wish full méitary honors

Admy Alr Foroes Stalf Sgl John E. Hogan, of Wes! Plains, Mo, will be bured Aug. 24, in Adinglon National
Cemetory. On Sepl 13, 1844, Phqmmd#uﬂmmmmhu;mm-ﬂ-ﬂﬁ%ﬁmmmuuhﬂm
Neustibdt-on-\Wesra, Garmarry. wnﬂhmumummmudmmmn
wrashod, mmmmmwwmhmhlmh

Folowing the war, LS. Army Graves Regisiration personnsl afiempted 1o recover the remains of the exght men, but
mmﬂmmmhmﬂmmhius.mmhw In 1853, with access bo saslam Gemany
resirichad by the Soviel Unlon, the remains of the seven unaccounted for crewman wene declared non-recoveralile.

In 1941, a Garman national who was digging & grave in the cemelory in Newstadt, discovered a metal U5, military
Mﬁ:ﬁmq-ﬂwm Du to German bunial law, Joint POWMIA Accounting Command [JPALC) wasn'l granted
accass to the site untl 2007 and excavaled the location in 2008 The team recoversd human remains and sdditional motal
identification tags from fhree of the crsmmambers

Sciantists from JPAC used farenaic identification tools, crcumstantial evidence and milochondrial DHA - which
maiched that of Hogan's cousin — in tha identification of his remains.

AL the end of the war, the LS. govemment was unable to recover and idenlify appraximasely 79,000
Amwricans. Today, more thar 73,000 are unaccourted for fram the canflicl.

For addional information on the Dedenss Depariment’s mission fo sccount for missing Americans, wsit the DPMO wab
sile at hitpevewew fic. milldpme or call TH-G80-1168.

115, Department of Defense
[Mfice of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)
Updates from the LS. Department of Defense
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= WITH THIS COUPON

Find the nearest location or shop online at www.theroomplace.com

“Take 10% off your purchase, excludes tax and delivery charges. Discount off regular everyday individual item prices. Offer is nonransferable. Does not apply to previous
purchases, room package discounts, warranties, bed guards, electronics, HDTV/Plasma TV's, floor samples, Tempur-Pedic brand, layaways, Clearance Outlet, and gift card
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CORPEEAL ROT HOLTZ WAS THE FIRET AMERICAN 10 BOLL INTD & HHMTH[FPM\"
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WITH THE PURCHASE & INSTALLATION OF $300
IN PARTS AND ACCESSORIES AT ANY ONE OF
THE WINDY CITY MOTORCYCLE SHOPS.

OR, JUST STORE YOUR BIKE FOR ONLY $50 PER MONTH.
IN OUR

- HEATED
- CLIMATE CONTROLLED
- SECURE FACILITY
NOVEMBER 1ST - MARCH 31ST
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WillA PARK PALATINE COUNTRYSIDE $T. CHARLES
630.834.6571 $41.358.2112 708.381.8750  G30.584.5000
WILDFIREND.COM  CITYLIMITSHD.COM LLINGISHD.COM  FONRIVERAD.COM

www.WinovyCityMerercycies.com





